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Leith Theatre Volunteer Role Description 
 
 

Volunteer Role:      DIY Volunteer  
 
Support Person:    Volunteer Coordinator 
 
Location:                Leith Theatre complex, including Thomas Morton Hall,  
                                28-30 Ferry Road, Edinburgh,EH6 4AE 
Commitment:     
Our DIY volunteer sessions when we do general tasks are on occasional Sundays, starting around 
11.30am and lasting 2 -3 hours. Gardening volunteers are also there on those days. DIY volunteers 
can also come in at other times to do specific tasks if they can work without supervision. If you are 
interested in volunteering on weekdays or Saturdays when required, please indicate that on your 
application form, stating what you would like to do and any particular qualifications or skills you 
have, eg, joinery, plumbing, decorating, etc.  
Purpose of Role: 
To help improve and maintain the infrastructure, facilities and appearance of the Thomas Morton 
Hall and the Leith Theatre. 
To date, DIY volunteers have, among other things, cleared furniture and debris from the main 
auditorium of the old theatre, moved items into storage, cleared buddleia and soil to make the rear 
of the theatre accessible, carried out small repairs in the Thomas Morton Hall area, painted the 
walls of the entrance foyer, repaired tables for use at events, varnished new wooden fittings and 
brought a piano back to life! 
Over summer 2017, further repairs, cleaning and painting are needed to the Thomas Morton Hall. 
We also hope to begin clearing and cleaning some rooms, corridors and other spaces in the old 
Leith Theatre to make them useable. This could involve some decorating works, such as preparing 
and painting walls. However, what volunteers will be asked to do will depend on future plans for the 
theatre and on direction from the Leith Theatre Trust board.  
 
Specific Tasks: 
Repairs 
Carry out simple repairs to fixtures and fittings in the building 
 
Clearing and cleaning: 
 Help move furniture and other items to other locations within the complex, or assist with their 

disposal or recycling 
 Sweep and clean the spaces as required 
 
Decorating: 
 Paint exterior doors. 
 Strip flaking paintwork off walls and ceilings (this will involve climbing up high ladders)  
 Paint the walls in selected areas.  
 
General 
 To sweep the paths in the garden and under the theatre colonnade. 
 
This work is important to the future development of the theatre. Improving the appearance of the 
public areas will make them more attractive for functions. When the backstage rooms in the old 
theatre are made usable, they will be available for a variety of uses by artists, community groups, 
educators, etc. We welcome ideas for other things that could be done to improve and refresh the 
building at modest cost. 
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Skills and Qualities Needed: 
Most of the tasks require a reasonable level of physical fitness; some lifting of heavy objects may 
be required; experience or interest in DIY would be an advantage. Volunteers must not afraid of 
getting a bit grubby and dusty. Willingness to muck in is essential. 
 
Support and Training:  
Full briefings on the work to be done and Health and Safety briefings will be given at the beginning 
of each volunteer work session.  
 
Relevant training that is required will be identified and volunteers will be offered suitable guidance.  
 
Face masks, eye protectors, gloves and protective suits will be provided, when required. We have a 
limited amount of equipment and volunteers may bring their own gloves, protective gear and tools if 
they wish. 
 
Expectations of Leith Theatre Volunteers:  
 Willingness to abide by Leith Theatre Policies 
 Willingness to work in a team and to follow all health and safety guidance 
 Co-operation with administrative tasks, e.g. filling in expenses forms 
 Commitment to attend sessions that you have signed up for whenever possible.   
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